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Education and Outreach Team 

• Ms. Katie Echols, Ed & Outreach Coordinator, MSU 

• Ms. Pamala Heard, Ed & Outreach Liaison, JSU 

• Ms. Mary Canterbury, Ed & Outreach Liaison, UMMC 

• Dr. Greg Tschumper, Research Group Leader, UM 

• Dr. Sherry Herron, Ed & Outreach Liaison, USM 



 
   

                                       
 

                           

                        

                                      
 

                                                      
 

    

www.msepscor.msstate.edu 
• Website Goal: Valuable source of information about research efforts and 

accomplishments for members of the EPSCoR team as well as 
the public. 

• News page highlights accomplishments of faculty and students 

• Events page provides information about upcoming programs 

• Resource page provides information of specific use to faculty 
and students 

• Links provided on the home page to each university’s website 
as well as to the NSF home page. 

• Transferring to new url: www.msepscor.org 

www.msepscor.org
www.msepscor.msstate.edu




     
   

   

   
   

                
 

 
 

                              
 

2010 EPSCoR State Meeting - Student Emphasis 
• Create an opportunity for students to network 

• Highlight and reward student research through poster competition 

• Educate students on relevant career information 
– Career panel representing industry, government, academia and 

research 

• Provide an opportunity for students to form their own 
leadership team 
– Student representatives from each institution/research                      

focus area 

– Will work to form the student modeling and simulation 
network as well as the fall research forum 



  
 

 
   

  
   

   

 
 

STEM Study 
• Collaboration with Mississippi State University, Mississippi University for 

Women, EPSCoR and the Starkville Public School District 
• EPSCoR faculty members Robert Hester (UMMC), Keisha Walters (MSU) 

and student Sheneka Simmons (JSU) participated in the study 
• Funded by NASA and the American Association of University Women 

• Evaluate the impact of mentors from 
underrepresented groups on student interest in STEM  

• Moving forward: Repeat study with modifications or 
redirect study to evaluate teacher impact 



      
       

      
       
         

          
     
       
    

     
     

    
    

     
      

      
       

     
      
   

Megan Rowe I teach giAed at Ward 
Stewart, and serve that par,cular class. 
Those kids were WILD about that 
lesson...they especially loved the 
happy/sad balls. We had a fiAeen 
minute discussion on how they worked! 
Awesome!! 

Ina Bishop | 2/10/2010 6:33 PM 
Wonderful ar,cle to give incen,ve to anyone 
who works with children, including parents 
and the children themselves that no goal is 
too high if you have the interest and drive to 
go for it. We need to see more schools and 
educators, such as Mississippi State 
University and Doctor Walters step up to 
encourage our future adults. 

Nancy Bryan Being a 5th grade teacher 
and a graduate of MSU, I would love to 
know what lessons she taught....We are 
always trying to spark the interest in 
science !!....great job, Keisha ! 



   
 

   
    
   

 
 

 
                                   

 
                                           

 

2010 Computational Sciences Teacher 
Workshop 

• June 21-25, 2010 
• Rotate among the universities each year. 
• First day focuses on how computational science fits into the MS 

curriculum 
• One day devoted to each of the three research 
     areas 
• Lessons will directly tie back to the curriculum 

frameworks 
• Final day will focus on careers and realistic 

application of computational sciences 





 
    

   

   

    

    

   

Upcoming Projects 
• Research Forum 

• Fall 2010 at University of Mississippi 

• Student driven 

• Legislative Day 

• Student/Research centered 

• January of 2011 



 
   

 
     
   
   

 
 

   
    

  
   
   

   

    
   

Other Activities 
• JSU (Isokpehi and Simmons) taught Overview of Bioinformatics to elementary and secondary 

students as part of JSU NASA Educator Resource Workshop. 
• JSU (Isokpehi and Cohly) video conferenced with a USM night class. 
• USM (Herron) Co-instructor of Research Ethics and Skills course. 
• USM (Zhang) started the International Joint Conferences on Bioinformatics, Systems Biology and 

Intelligent Computing which was converted to ACM- Bioinformatics and Computational Biology 
Conference 

• MSU (Thompson) Science Fair Judge for MS Region V 
• MSU (Walters, Keisha) Introducing Talented High School Students to Engineering Via Fluid 

Mechanics, 2010 ASEE National Conferences. 
• UM (Wilkins and Nan) UM Women in STEM Roundtable 
• UM (Ritchie) Taught Collaborating Across Boundaries, ACS-Washington D.C. and ACS Leadership 

Institute, Ft. Worth TX; Meeting, Coaching and Feedback, Central Texas Local Section of the ACS 
and ACS-San Francisco Meeting 

• UM (Hammer and Scardino) Regional Science Fair Judges 
• UM (Hollis) volunteered at the Lafayette Upper Elementary School Fair Day, April 1, 2010. 



 
 

 

Questions? 
Katie Echols 

Education and Outreach Coordinator 

Phone: 662.325.8904 

Email: katieechols@research.msstate.edu 

mailto:katieechols@research.msstate.edu

